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DRAFT PLAN FOR WRITTEN LANGUAGE OF THE T'UNG NATIONALITY IN CHINA

The recently drafted plan for the written language of the T'ung (1?_ )
nationality follows. The letters of the alphabet are given in T'ung print

and not seript. Hovever, there is a seript style of vriting with capitals
and small letters.

A. Lagguage

The language as spoken in the northern part of the T'
Region in vestern Kvangsi was selected a
of the T'ung nationality.

ung Autonomous
s the basis for the written language
The Wu-ming dialect was adopted as standard:

B. The Alphabet

Capitals: ABCDEQFHIJKLMEDN oePRs'rUb{w'bsqf,b

Small Letters: abcdeafhiJklmnqoeprstun‘p3q5b

Explanations
—__ L ons

1. The written T'ung lan,
ters in the alphabet: 16 cong
ters can be used to represent

guage is a phonetic system. There are 29 let-
onants, 8 vowels, and 5 tone signs. These let-
any syllable in the standard dialect.

2, Each consonant and vowel in the T¢
value ‘as its corresponding symbol in the In
dicated below.

ung alphabet has the same Phonetic

ternational Phonetic System as in-

(Corresponding international symbols are given in brackets. )

Consonants: bcdfhjklmnr)prstv [be dfh,jklmn»)
pretwl
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Vowels: aeos 1oeubl{acdig)uw]
3. The tone value indicated by each tone sign is as follows:
Tone sign; b 3 Y b b

Tone value; low high medium high medium
descending level descending ascending level

4, Initials, finals, and tone signs are used in the formation of mor-
phewes (syllables). There are three methods.

First, a syllable sometimes consists of a final. For example,
"ou" and "9K," vhich are equivalent to the Chinese expressions ¥ and
] H,i » respectively, are finals in written T'ung.

Secondly, a syllable is sometimes formed by combining an initial
and a final; for example, "ma" and "mak," which correspond with the Chinese

expressions \Z] and g\.} - In these two syllebles, "n" is an initial
whereas "a® and "ak" are finals.

Third, e syllable is sometimes formed by combining an initial, a
final, and a tone sign. For example, "may" and "M3Kb ," which are equiva-
lent to & and In these two syllables, "m" is an initial, "a" and
"3k " are finals, and "4" and "b "™ are tone signs.

The three methods are summarized as follows:
Final = syllable.

Initial + final = syllable,

Initial 4+ final 4 tone sign == syllabdle.

5. The word rather than the syllable is the unit of expression in
the written T'ung language; therefore, all the syllables in & word are
linked together. The word components (or syllables) of a compound word
are also linked together. For instance, "rek tiy) fei" are three separate
vords which, when not linked together, make up a sentence which means,
"Bird pecks tree." But linked together they become one word, rekti fet,"
which means "woodpecker." “Kupncantan," which means "Commnist Party," is

an example of a compound word formed by linking together syllables and
simple words.

Other rules for spelling, word-linkage, tone indication, capitalization,

abbreviations, paragraphing, punctuation, ete., have been drawn up for writ-
ten T'ung.
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